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Why might we want an online exhibit?

Start with this question: “What is it that you want to accomplish?”

1. You recently opened an exhibit and then had to close your doors.
a. Want to offer virtual tours of it.
b. Want to make the content available before it closes (if you can't extend it)

2. You want to use your collection or expertise to stay relevant right now and/or address
at-home needs during this crisis.
a. Offer new content or information through online experiences
b. Provide access to collection while people can't visit
c. Find ways to repurpose or reorganize existing content into thematic offerings

3. You want to use this as a way to pilot topics or test content for future exhibits.

There are likely many other reasons!



Let’s start with a reminder for how
to create great exhibits...



What makes a great in-person experience?

Let’s not forget what makes a great exhibit, no matter the format.

1. Consider your audience. Who are you designing
this for? Families? Schools? Adults? Children?
a. Awareness of the subject
b. Developmental levels and learning needs
c. Age appropriateness
d. Attention spans

2. Have a compelling storyline. What do you hope
people take away from this?
a. Bigldea/main message(s)
b. Enduring Question
Cc. Interpretive Messages




What makes a great in-person experience?

(cont.)

3.  Make it visually interesting. What’s going to
keep their attention?
a. Variety of elements
b. Cohesive environment/design
c. Create multiple “areas/spaces” to go into

4. Have a clear hierarchy of information. What's
important and what's not?
a. Befocused
b. Organize your messages/ chunk them out
c. Bold key points




What makes a great in-person experience?

(cont.)

5. Make sure it is accessible.

a.

Multiple learning styles and
access points

Audio narration

Rich descriptions of visual
elements

Test designs in COBLIS (Color
Blindness Simulator)

Be judicious with fonts and
colors

Coblis —
Color Blindness Simulator

If you are not suffering from a color vision deficiency it is very hard to imagine how it looks like to be colorblind. The
Color BLIndness Simulator can close this gap for you.Just play around with it and get a feeling of how it is to have a
color vision handicap.

As all the calculations are made on your local machine, no images are uploaded to the server. Therefore you can use
images as big as you like, there are no restrictions. Be aware, there are some issues for the “Lens feature” on Edge
and Internet Explorer. All others should support everything just fine.

So go ahead, choose an image through the upload functionality or just drag and drop your image in the center of
our Color BLIndness Simulator. It is also possible to zoom and move your images around using your mouse - try it
out, | hope you like it.

Drag and drop or paste your file in the area below or: | Choose File | No file chosen

Tric ic view: A Trich z Dic ic view: Monochromatic view:

‘® Normal ' Red-Weak/Protanomaly Red-Blind/Protanopia ) Monochromacy/Achromatopsia
U Green-Weak/Deuteranomaly - Green-Blind/Deuteranopia * Blue Cone Monochromacy
) Blue-Weak/Tritanomaly ) Blue-Blind/Tritanopia

Use lens to compare with normal view: * NolLens = NormalLens Inverse Lens
Reset View



https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/

Extra considerations for online experiences

There are a few best practices for web-based experiences to consider.

1. Textlength

a. Total length, suggest staying around 250-350 words (500 max.)
b. Chunk out your text, 50-60 words per paragraph

2. Video length
a. In-person is usually around 90 seconds maximum
b. Use individual, shorter clips (modules)

3. Formatting
a. Have captions and rich descriptions
b. Don't use too many fonts and choose fonts that are easy to read

4. Build it in layers, have multiple “spaces” to visit

5. Access varies based on platform used

Attend other online accessibility webinars, like Chicago Cultural Accessibility Consortium



Let’s look at typical formats and
elements of online exhibits...



What do online exhibits usually look like?

There seem to be some pretty standard formats for online exhibits.

1. Webpage on an organization’s website
2. Dedicated Website

3. Online Collections Database

4. Apps and Other Platforms



Webpage on an Organization’s Website:
Girl Museum

C (Y @ girlmuseum.org/project/across-time-space/ * @BOQCcoamoOo MO

England, late 16th century
Sep 15,2009
rTrETE TG e TGy
Young girls are quite often shown as Three Young Giris is a portrait of sisters who have a story to tell. They stand in a line facing the viewer all
wearing the same elaborate gown that is seemingly the same size even for the diminutive littlest girl.
servants in the midst of serving their
master, but this one is a Cizhou glaze

ceramic stoneware, one of many knoj
reclining child pillows.

read more

Select Page

Across Time & Space

Across Time & Space: Multicultural Representations of Girlhood is a survey of girl images from the

beginning of recorded civilization to the present. We have put together images from many cultures and
eras to see how girls have been represented in different ways. Certainly no singular image is indicative
of an entire cultural viewpoint, thus we have utilized specific and general examples where appropriate.

Follouer of Willam Larkin, Thres Your Girs, <1 585-1619, Denver Ar: Muzeum, Denver, Colorado. Wik

Commons.

Within their similar hairstyle they each wear a yellow lace hair band, which was only introduced in 1610,
S0 they were at the forefront of fashion as well, Their faces are stylized with rosy cheeks and pale skin.
yetindividual features, such as their eyes and noses are distinctive.

As many societies do not record lasting representations of people, especially children, and others still
have yet to really be thoughtfully examined, this exhibition is necessarily considerate of what images
are accessible and informative on the themes we would like to illuminate. There are noticeable gaps
both in our show and in the art historical record. This is due to a lack of primary research as well as
availability of digital images.

They are each linked to the other in some way. holding hands or arm in arm, showing their sisterhood.
‘Their fancy jewelry, including coral hunting horn earrings, tells us that they were likely members of a
wealthy land-owning family.

Each girl holds in her hand a unique object: a doll, a bunch of grapes and a pair of pears. Ripe fruit

Roman Egypt, early 3rd century

From the Roman occupation of Egypt
survives a unique collection of portraits
that provide unparalleled insight into
individuals of that period.

read more England, late 16th century

Three Young Girls is a portrait of sisters
who have a story to tell. They are each

linked to the other in some way, holding .

AcRross TIME
& SPACE

hands or arm in arm, showing their
sisterhood.

read more




Webpage on an Organization’s Website:
National WWI Museum, Kansas City

* BeQCoemo M <«
1 \ THE CHRISTA

Lk WEHES | WINTER 1914

exhibitions theworldwar.org/christmas-tuce.. % @ © @ © B 0 | @

exhibitions.theworldwar.org

C (} @ Notsecure | exhibitionstheworldwarorg/christmastuce/ % [ ©® @ & B 0 M O €
THE CHRISTMAS

THE NATIONAL

~ AND MEMORIAL WINTER 1914

Christmas Truce In S c Declared Truces CREATE YOUR OWN TRUCE.

t an incident b

Select a declared truce below to learn more and offer your support.
Filter truces by selecting a
keyword,

From one of the 6th
Gordons.

Strange but True

British and Germans,
good friends on
Christmas Day in the
Trenches

The Christmas
Truce, Winter 1914

On Christmas Eve of 1914, along
parts of the Western and—to a

An End to Police
Violence Against Non-
Violent Drug Users

3 Supporters

Other Dog Owners
One Supporter

AL

Dog Lovers vs. Cat

— Lovers
much smaller extent—Eastern Maryport Private on i Brownback and
Fronts a spontaneous truce was the Christmas Truce: °P Rational E i
declared among the weary, Fraternizing with the P?zl\l:yn e

entrenched combatants of the Germans

Great War.

Over the Roll vs Under One Supporter

A War of Endurance:

Christmas Fraternising
A miracle? A myth? g i
! o - Prussians and Saxons Conservatives and
Read essays by noted historians contrasted N RINOS
Al \d Missouri One Supporter.

and explore firsthand accounts Incidents
from soldiers themselves. Then
decide for yourself the real story

behind the Christmas Truce.

ter

Whitehaven men at
the Front

UE Lord is my shepherd; From one of the Kansas and Missouri
1 shall not want. 6th Gordon: 4 Supporters

He maketh me to lie down in Private B. Calder - 6th
< Gordon Highlanders )
green pastures; he leadeth me Regiment, D Company Hipsters and everyone

beside the still waters. i
7 Supporters

Extraordinary scenes
on Christmas Day:
Football match
between British and
German troops

INTRODUCTION AND ESSAYS

{ He restoreth my soul; he
| | leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's
sake.
Yea, though I walk through
| | the valley of the shadow of
| death, T will fear no evil; for
thou art with me; thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me.

Roll vs Under Uptalking?
6 Supporters

EXPLORE ACCOUNTS, INCIDENTS
AND STORIES

DECLARE OR SUPPORT A
“CHRISTMAS TRUCE"
t. B

hare This incident

8 Fecebook [GosEY) (B d Psalm and had a short



Dedicated Website:

Jane Addams Hull-House Museum

€ - C () @& hullhouseuicedu/hull/look/indexhtml

Look At It

This Way

What makes an object an artifact? Why do we save
some things and not others? What can we learn from the
things we save? It has long been the role of curators and
scholars to answer these questions. We wanted to hear
from others. Fashion designers, artists, bookmakers,
novelists, bicycle repair people, and many more have
looked closely at artifacts in our collection and created
work in their chosen discipline that helps to illuminate our
artifacts.

Look At It This Way is a project of the Jane Addams Hull-

* @B eQcomEOo MO

Look At It This Way

Look At It This Way

Blueprint

Froilan Landeros

Jane Patrick

Blueprint to make tabletop hand loom, circa 1900
Designer unknown
Jane Addams Hull-House Museum Collection

“A man often cannot understand the machine with which
he works because there is no soil of out of which such
an understanding may grow, and the natural connection
of the workshop with culture is entirely lost to him.” Jane
Addams, First Report of the Labor Museum



Dedicated Website:
Google AGC and British Library

co & magic * @BOQCcoemo MO

= Google Arts & Culture Home  Explore  Nearby Profle  Q i

The history of magic @

F

Harry Potter: A History
of Magic

Explore the wonders of the British Library exhibition
O <

The Ripley Scroll

The Ripley Scroll is an extraordinary manuscript, nearly 6 metres long.
that describes how to make the fabled Philosopher's Stone. Itis
named after George Ripley, amedieval canon of Bridlington Priory,
Yorkshire, who reputedly wrote a text known as The Compound of
Alchymy. The scrollis full of mystical symbolism. The precise
meanings of the alchemical icons are not completely understood and
itis clear that some of its imagery is deliberately obscure. Only those
who have dedicated their lives to Alchemy have any hope of
Exploring the Ripley Scroll deciphering its secrets.

in collaboration with

The Bewitching Collection of The Museum of
Witchcraft & Magic

cks o cry: its gottal




Online Collections Database

& Search The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art | Woodcut

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art | Woodcut | 17 items

< C 3 @ Notsecure | gettyedu/ar/collection/ * BoQcoHmoO MO

Paul Getty Museum

Collection
The collection of the J. Paul Getty Museum comprises Greek, Roman, and Etruscan art from the Neolithic to Lat~
Antiquity; European art—including illuminated manuscripts, paintings, drawings, sculpture, and decorative arts—fro1 €= C { @& chsaorg/exhibits/collections/
tne Midale Ages to the early twentieth century: and interational photography from its inception to the present day
CHINESE HISTORICAL
B © rovrccesewen SOCIETY OF AMERICA
Subscribe

opEOoOoo

Manuscripts about visit education exhibits shop support

Collections

You are here: Home / Exhibits / Collections
CHSA Museum is proud to share our collections of Chinese American art and artifacts with the
general public. Interested students and professionals are encouraged to make an appointment
through our Collections Research Request Form to explore research opportunities. Preview our
collections online on this page, or come visit the museum. For more information about donating

items to CHSA, please review our Collections Policies page.

¢l (ot sl of. h \
NT "
j,,_«xm;f_u§ e d
- 5 . s
e
CHSA Collection Work of Giants: History Pin
Database Chinese Railroad
Worker Project

oo .



Apps and Other Platforms

BRITISH MUSEUM British Museum Guide L Getty Publications

London Travel & Tours B e :
Viisisii Tour Gliides:Ltd New App: The J. Paul Getty Museum Highlights of the Collections

**k%k* 50,2 Ratings ; 3 e
2.2 Eang Zoom in on 150 Highlights of the Getty
Free - Offers In-App Purchases Museum's Collections with our Mobile App A
From treasures of the ancient world and medieval manuscripts 2
® to Renaissance drawings, French furniture, Impressionist S
i paintings, iconic American photographs, and much more, this The
‘ \ N app gives you access to 150 of the most beloved objects in GEtty
/ u u 3 the Getty’s collection. Each object is presented with an image

Y > TE) and a brief analysis, and some also include audio commentary

and multiple views. This multiplatiorm app brings the Getty's

most extraordinary artworks and the expertise of its curators to E
your fingertips
Features T

= Works by Bernini, Leanardo da Vinci, Gauguin, Hockney,

Lange, Man Ray, Michelangelo, Raphael, Rembrandt, — e —
Renolr, Stiegitz, Titan, Tumer, Warbol, anc many otrers A
Nearly 200 images

Videos that take you behind the scenes at the Getty
Genter and Getty Villa and explore the life of J. Paul
Getty

L A 3
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE COLLECTIONS

Screenshots iphone ipPad

® S

Explore the museum with Great guide to the collection
this handy and useful guide with images and audio an interactive map objects to create your tour

Navigate galleries with Select from hundreds of




Apps and Other Platforms

VAMORDE  Deststions  Events sty

The 01 Town School flourished inits original namesake neighborhood for anly a decade, but
100k its name and exuberant spirit with it to Armitage Avenue. In 1967, the building on North
Avenue that housed the OLd Town School was slated for demolition, as part of Lincoln Park's
urban renewal program. Although the Old Town neighborhood had been an ideal location in
the School's earty years, with a ively, eclectic nightlife popular with tourists, by the (ate 19605
it was getting rougher, attracting seedier bars and clubs. Win Stracke and Dawn Greening
found a building just over a mile away at 909 W. Armitage. An aging gingerbread confection
builtin 1896, 15,000 square feat complete with 3 turret, the “The Aldine” was the first building
the 01 Town School owned. The school reopened there in the fall of 1968,

The newly purchased Aldine Buiding, 1968

‘The next year, Win Stracke and Dawn Greening both retired. Ray Tate, who had already taken

&=

Old Town School of F

Learning by Doing

fva

)

Old Town School of
Folk Music

QldTewn School of Folk Music

A historical tour of Old Town School fueled by
archival photos, recordings and video. This
complements a photo exhibit on the walls of
the Old Town School (4544 N. Lincoln Ave,
basement).

Text by Tanya Lee, Ph.D. / Photos curated by
Colby Maddox.

Download




Apps and Other Platforms Cont.
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Western's stamping process also was a proof of concept for other factories to integrate

stamping an aarge scale into their production. Stamping was particulary effective for parts vl Cicero

in chains and conveyor belts. Once those materials could be manufactured in large quantities.

W Cermak Rd

Wostorn Wheel Wor

Legal

quickly and cheaply, it paved the way for moving assembly lines and more modern

manufacturing methods. fw

& _ History of Chicaga's Western Wheel Works Bicycle Manufacturing C. @

Keep Moving:

Designing Chicago's Bicycle
Culture, October 27-March 3

)

il

After Western Wheel went out of business in the early 1900s, a podatrist name Dr. William

Scholl bought the factory complex and manufactured Dr. Scholl’s footwear there for 80 years.
Today, the complex s Cobbler's Square, 3 mixed-use development

Arnold, Schwinn and Co.

Why was Schwinn in Chicago, and
how did the company impact the
American bicycle industry?

Arnold,Schwinn 34 Co. Western Wheel Works




Apps and Other Platforms Cont.

VAMGRDE  Destostions Events Meacty

Helena Museum of Phillips County

Helena Museum: Oldest Museum in Arkansas

their unique shape that allowed them to be

placed in smaller homes.

This piano was one of three shipped down the
Mississippi River in the 1850's for the Rosenburg
family, one of the early Jewish families of

Helena. This Linstedt parlor piano was ordered
for their daughters, and features mother of pearl
inlaid keys and a Brazilian rosewood body. These

pianos were often called “coffin” pianos, due to

With humble beginnings as firsta fire station and then a modest public ibrary, today the Helena Museur of Philips County is dedicated to preserving the history of the Arkansas Delta. Featuring one of th
Native American and milltary artifacts, vintage toys and first edition signed books, and memorabilia from local businesses that have been around for longer than the museur itsel, It even boasts their ver
the full moon in search her lost Love, Ralph Mooney, a victim of drowning during a violent storm on the Mississipp River. On the National Register o Historic Places, the museum is housed in the oldest ch

-

- Partor Piano

This Linstedt partor piano was shipped down the
Mississippi River in the 1850 for a local family

2. e

101913, this meteorite fell n the backyard of a Biscoe
Street home, measuring 4" across and 25 deep

3. bindman Bttt

R rav——— Q
Hindman atr the Cvt War

>

Come out and play at
the Helena Museum!




Common elements of online exhibits

What do online exhibits primarily consist of?

1. Organizing theme or topic

2.  Written content

3.  Images or image galleries (new or repurposed)
a. Photos of people, places and things

b. Works of art or details from works
c. Objects

4. Embedded videos (new or repurposed) - expert explaining a concept, staff member
giving a tour, image slideshow, etc

Some examples included at-home or in-school activity suggestions or digital games



Let’'s look at creative ideas for
reaching beyond status quo...



How might we upgrade the typical formats?

What else might we do to create interest or hold a visitor’s attention?

Things to see:

Invite them to click to dive deeper, rather than place all content on a single page

2. Make it accessible - include captions or links to transcriptions, audio and visual
elements, describe images

3. Feature multiple points of view or tell stories for varying learning levels/audiences

Use Prezi or whiteboard explainer videos to animate content vs. having paragraphs of
text (embed as video, of course)

5. Reuse great freely licensed or publicly available content and cite the source

6. Try using infographics to convey facts



How might we upgrade the typical formats?

Some more ideas...

Things to do:

1.

oA W

Add interactives, such as games or online versions of digital elements in other exhibits
Provide DIY activities

Virtual tours of a place or space featured in the story

Try interactive or scrolling timelines

Add zoom or spin effects for images of artifacts



What ideas have you had?

Share ideas in the chat box.



Resources for DIY online games

Some resources exist for creating free online games to add to websites,
often used by teachers. Give them a try!

1.  WISC-ONLINE GameBuilder - matching, crosswords, jeopardy, sports-related games,
etc.

2. Quizlet - make flash card style games

3. Interact quiz tool
a. Colonial Williamsburg uses these quiz games in their online exhibits

4. Educaplay free gamification tool - riddles, memory games, word scrambles, matching
columns, etc.



https://www.wisc-online.com/gamebuilder
https://quizlet.com/
https://www.tryinteract.com/?utm_source=Powered%20By%20Link
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/learn/deep-dives/test-your-18th-century-knowledge/
https://www.educaplay.com/

Resources for other content

You may be interested in unique ways to deliver content in your online
exhibit. Here are a few ideas:

1. Fiverr - hire an artist or animator to create an animated or whiteboard sketch explainer
video for you (among other things) - quickly!

2. Slideshow Presentations - turn your PowerPoint into a video presentation or try Prezi
instead

3. Videos - look for videos marked as Creative Commmons on YouTube videos, check out
Creative Commons and Vimeo Creative Commons. You can also repost other videos and
cite them, but be careful of the source and contents.



https://www.fiverr.com/search/gigs?query=explainer%20video&source=main_banner&acmpl=1&search_in=everywhere&search-autocomplete-original-term=explainer%20video&search-autocomplete-available=true&search-autocomplete-type=suggest&search-autocomplete-position=0
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/turn-your-presentation-into-a-video-c140551f-cb37-4818-b5d4-3e30815c3e83
https://prezi.com/pricing/
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2797468?hl=en
https://creativecommons.org/
https://vimeo.com/creativecommons

Here’s an example exhibit...



Online Exhibit about Pet Careers

This online exhibit will be about how pets - and other domestic animals-
are trained to help or entertain us.

We want to deliver the following messages:

1. Pets are sometimes trained to help and entertain us
a. Guide Dogs are specially trained to help blind or visually impaired people
b. Some animals help to comfort us when we are sick or sad
c. Dogs, horses, and other animals serve in law enforcement or military
d Pets and domestic animals are sometimes trained to perform in movies, shows, etc.

2. Different animals are well-suited for different types of jobs

3. Our community has many great stories about service animals



Online Exhibit about Pet Careers

We could feature:

1.

Local stories about service animals and pets

a.
o.

C.

d.

could record some interviews using Zoom or other program to get current stories

mainly stories about guide dogs, military and law enforcement in newspapers or on TV, and pets
that have appeared commercials or movies

Might be able to get other local stories from community partners like veterinarians, the local
police and fire departments, senior centers and hospitals

We also have members and volunteers who use service pets

Photos and videos in our archive that show service animals and pet careers
dating back to 1920

Background research on the topic

A game we create using a free online tool



Online Exhibit about Pet Careers

My Museum:
Pet Careers Online Exhibit

!!! } 1. Introduction to Pet Careers »

—~“ 2. Guide Dogs

E 3. Therapy Animals

4. Law Enforcement or
Military Animals
b

,ﬂ 5. Petsin Entertainment

Introduction to Pet Careers

Pets are sometimes
trained to help and
entertain us.

They play important
roles in our
communities.

Play a matching quiz game
Match the dog and its natural
abilities to the need or service they
are most suited for.




Let’s look at how you might use
VAMONDE to build an online exhibit...



VAMONDE Digital Tools

Alter the Western Toy Company was destroyed in
the Chicago Fire in 1871, Alfred Schoeninger
reinvented his business as Western Wheel
Works, manufacturing bicycles. Located on this
site, Western Wheel quickly became the largest
bicycle factory in the country, producing more
than 70,000 bikes in 1894. They shipped their
popular bicycles, the Crescent, Rob Roy, and
Juno around the country in dedicated train cars
as well as around the world. Western was the
first American factory Lo stamp parts on a large
scale.

L e 8 8 & ¢
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y\fler the Western Toy Company was destroyed in the Chicago Fire in 1871,
Alfred Schoeninger reinvented his business as Western Wheel Works,
manufacturing bicycles. Located on this site, Western Wheel quickly
became the largest bicycle factory in the country, producing more than
70,000 bikes in 1896. They shipped their popular bicycles, the Crescent,
Rob Roy, and Juno around the country in dedicated train cars as well as
around the world. Western was the first American factory to stamp parts
on a large scale.

@ Heip




VAMONDE Digital Tools

VAMCGKDE o sm wysta

Insights Adventures Organizations

Day (Week 30Days

SUMMARY REPORT

Apr 01 - Apr 07, 2020

ADVENTURE OPENS Content Performance

1739

Last span 1685

e R m,
Adventure Views
1426
3...26. . s

113

In Person Visits

This span, your adventures were viewed 1739 times in total. Broken down, your content was viewed times on web and 759 times on mobile

Last span 2min 52s

POST OPENS BN Mobile Web

1426

Last span 1363 > 2 3 2 You promoted your content 10 times which drew 232 visitors from across the web
ENGAGEMENT Shares Opens

662

Last span 693




Questions?



Resources:

1. Association of Midwest Museums webinar recordings and demos about how to
collaborate from home

2. Google Cultural Institute Platform FAQ and list of online exhibits

3. Practical Tips for Creating Online Exhibitions, presented as part of Museum Practice
Seminar during Museums Association Conference, 20T1.

4. VAMONDE Examples and Digital Tools

5. Video Captioning Options: Add your own captions in YouTube, try software like Rev to
add subtitles or transcribe videos, or hire services like CaptionlLabs or 3Play Media



https://www.midwestmuseums.org/webinars-videos/
https://www.midwestmuseums.org/webinars-videos/
https://support.google.com/culturalinstitute/partners/answer/6002688#eligibility&sign-up
https://artsandculture.google.com/project/exhibits
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museum-practice/17102011-practical-tips-for-creating-online-exhibitions
https://www.vamonde.com/
https://dashboard.vamonde.com/request-access
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2734796?hl=en
https://www.rev.com/
https://captionlabs.com/pricing/
https://www.3playmedia.com/solutions/



